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ttose things which fall most within the compass >f jour own obseivations
22   When vice  and treachery shall be rewarded, and virtue and ability slighted and discountenanced, when ministers of state shall rather fear man than G-od, and to screen themselves run into parties and factions,   when noise and clamour, and scandalous reports shall cairy eveiything befoie them, it is natural to conclude that a nation in such a state of  infatuation  stands upon the brink of destruction,  and without the intervention of some unforeseen accident, must be me vitably ruined
23   When a prince is guarded by wise and honest men, and when all public officers are suie to be rewarded if they do well, and punished if they do evil, the consequence is plain; justice and honesty will flourish, and men will be always contriving, not for themselves, but for the honour and interest of their king and country.
24   Wicked men may sometimes go unpunished in this world, but wicked nations never do, because this world is the only place of punishment of wicked nations, though not for pnvate and particular persons
25   An administration that is merely founded upon human policy must be always subject to human chance, but that which is founded on the divine wisdom can no more miscarry than the government of heaven.    To go\ ern by parties and factions is the advice of an atheist, and sets up a government by the spirit of Satan   In such a government the prince can never be secure under the greatest promises, since, as men's interest changes, so will their duty and affections likewise.
2 61 It is a very ancient observation, and a very true one, that people generally despise where they flatter, and crjpge to those they design to betray, so that truth and ceremony are, and always will be, two distinct things.
27. When you find your friend in an error, undeceive him with secrecy and civility, and let him see his oversight first by hints and glances, and if you cannot convince him, leave him with respect, and lay the fault upon your own management
28 When you are under the greatest vexations, then considei that human life lasts but for a moment, and do not forget but that you are like the rest of the world, and faulty yourself in many instances , and withal, remember that angei awl impatience often prove more mischievous than tho provocation